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Ransdell announces more budget cuts
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
The storm had been brewing
for a while.
Tuesday, came Judgment
Day.
Effective
immediately,
$2,553,500 was cut from
Western departments and
other budget areas, including
utilities, health insurance and
the university reserve.
Gov. Steve Beshear ordered
the 3 percent cut to be made
by universities throughout the
state.
President Gary Ransdell
released the specifics of
Western’s reductions for the

rest of this year in a report that
also detailed how $2,553,500
will be permanently cut for
the new fiscal year beginning
July 1.
“Everyone will be affected,”
Ransdell said, but added that
the effects from this cut won’t
be dramatic.
For students, the cuts mean
larger class sizes.
Student jobs will also see
hours reduced, by how much
Western hasn’t decided, said
Gene Tice, vice president of
student affairs and campus
services. How many jobs that
will affect is unclear.
For faculty, the cuts mean
fewer travel opportunities,

fewer sabbaticals and greater
responsibilities caused by
unfilled positions.
Soccer coach David Holmes
was the only employee to lose
his job, although other vacant
positions will be eliminated.
Non-departmental cuts are
the biggest, making up 73.5
percent of the reductions.
They include health benefits
for vacant positions, the
university reserve and utilities
saving.
Of
the
departments,
Academic Affairs —Western’s
biggest department — took
the biggest immediate and
permanent cuts. Its budget was
cut by $532,200 immediately,

and $1,011,100 permanently.
The
Student
Affairs
and Campus Services and
Information
Technology
departments are the next largest
cuts, totaling about $39,000
each immediately, and about
$80,000 each permanently.
The administration is trying
to minimize harm to most
departments, he stated.
“Weakening the whole
university is not an acceptable
option,” Ransdell stated. “We
will come out of this with
sustained academic quality.”

DEPARTMENTAL CUTS

To meet the cuts, Academic
Affairs is eliminating vacant

positions, restricting sabbaticals
and new hires and reducing
spending on general operating
costs, equipment, classroom
renovations and employee travel
for seminars and conferences,
according to the report.
Most departments are
reducing travel expenses,
said Mike Dale, assistant vice
president for Academic Affairs.
Student Affairs and Campus
Services is eliminating vacant
positions and a planned increase
to operating costs. Student
affairs will also reduce student
worker hours and student
programming.
See BUDGET,

page

7a

A closer look at men’s
basketball on the road as
the team travels to North
Texas.
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▼

Photos document devastation brought by Feb. 6 storm
to neighboring Allen County.

Soccer rally

▼

A photo slideshow chronicles protesters’ march to
President Gary Ransdell’s
house.

Visual Voice

Multimedia, slideshows,
photo galleries & more.
www.chherald.com

Luke Sharrett/Herald.

(Above) Western students and athletes march Tuesday evening in protest of the university’s decision to cut the men’s soccer program. The march began at parking
structure 2 and ended in front of President Gary Ransdell’s house where students dropped red cards and left signs voicing their discontent with the decision. (Below)
Freshman Jake Schuler (left), sophomore Andy Masteller (middle) and sophomore Jason Sparks (right) of the men’s soccer team hang out before beginning their march
to Ransdell’s home.

taking
house
it to the

Soccer rallies at Ransdell’s

E-mail us at
investigate@chherald.com

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

WEATHER
THURSDAY

43o/33o
FRIDAY

54o/38o
SATURDAY

50o/22o
SUNDAY

33o/21o
MONDAY

42o/32o
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INSIDE 3B
Herald files complaint with Board
of Regents chair alleging that
the board violated state law by
discussing the cut of the men’s
soccer program in closed session.

ONLINE

A photo slideshow chronicles
protesters’
march to
President Gary
Ransdell’s
house.

For the last few days, a sign reading “soccer
ball: $50, state budget: $300 K, WKU sports:
priceless” adorned the front of the men’s soccer
team’s house on College Street.
On Tuesday night, that sign traveled to
President Gary Ransdell’s home as more than 300
people protested the elimination of the team.
“We just want to possibly get our program
back and be able to stay here,” sophomore
defenseman Tim Muessig said.
Players donned their jerseys for the protest,
which drew Greeks, other student-athletes, local
high school students and community members.
Protesters gathered at about 5:15 p.m. at
Parking Structure 2.
Some players thanked those who came, while
others kicked a soccer ball across the lawn.
That morning, the team printed about 400 Tshirts displaying a referee red-carding a Western
soccer player with the words “Bad Call!” written
on them. The shirts were distributed with red
cards, which are used in soccer matches to eject
players who commit harsh fouls.
Junior left midfielder Dustin Downey said that
ejections are usually controversial, so the team
decided to use red cards as an image of their
program’s abrupt elimination.
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As the sky darkened at about 5:45 p.m.,
the team led their supporters across campus to
Ransdell’s house on Chestnut Street. As they
walked, they chanted “save men’s soccer” and
“bring back soccer.”
Excitement grew amongst players as they
approached Ransdell’s house, but the protest
remained peaceful and police-free.
Downey asked the crowd to lay their red cards
on the president’s porch in demonstration of their
discontent.
“Hopefully he’ll take into consideration this
‘final decision’ he’s made,” Downey said.
Athletics Director Wood Selig notified the
team on Feb. 1 that their program was being cut,
effective the end of the fiscal year in June.
The cut is a part of Western’s attempt to meet
a 3 percent cut that Gov. Steve Beshear ordered
for postsecondary education. It’s also a response
to an additional 11.4 percent cut that has yet to be
approved by the General Assembly.
Ransdell said Western would never cut men’s
soccer without the thought of restoring it someday.
“My heart goes out to the young men affected
by that action,” Ransdell said.
Selig couldn’t be reached for comment.
Soccer coach David Holmes, who lost the job
he’s held since 1984, didn’t attend the protest.
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thousand words
ALTON STRUPP

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats.

t

Solution, tips and
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

Crime reports

Arrests

u Sheena A. McLemore, Bowling Green, was
arrested on Feb. 5 on charges of reckless driving
and driving under the influence on Russellville
Road. She was released from the Warren County
Jail on a court order.

Reports

u A woman in Pearce-Ford Tower reported
on Feb. 6 a peeping tom in the 19th floor female
showers.
u Michelle Hoffman, Lexington, reported on
Feb. 4 the theft of a cell phone from her desk in
the main office at south campus. The value of the
theft was $250.
u Amber Peoples, Morganfield, reported on
Feb. 4 the theft of a purse at RedZone. The value
of the theft was $210.
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estern junior and midfielder
Samuel Drummond is no
stranger to change.
The Jamaican native
moved to Delray Beach,
Fla. his freshman year of
high school. It was his first
time outside of his home country.
“It was all very different,” Drummond said.
“I had a heavy accent. I could understand what
people were saying, but when I would talk they
couldn’t understand me. It was embarrassing
speaking in front of the class.”
Drummond transferred to Western to play
soccer after playing two years at Jefferson
College where he competed in nationals as a
freshman and won nationals as a sophomore.
“I transferred to Western hoping to do the
same thing,” Drummond said.

With the recent budget cut announcements
and the removal of Western’s men’s soccer
team, Drummond is facing some very unexpected
changes in his life.
“Coming here to play soccer was the greatest
thing,” he said. “In America there is more
support for soccer; you can go to school for
playing soccer. In Jamaica I grew up playing
[soccer] with basketballs because we couldn’t
afford soccer balls. We would play in the dirt
without shoes,” Drummond said. “I’m just really
bummed out, I’ve never been in school when I
wasn’t playing soccer.”
With the men’s program being cut, Drummond
now faces the decision of leaving Western.
According to Drummond, there is a 40 percent
chance that he will transfer, but due to the timing
of the announcement he is afraid transferring
may be almost impossible.
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“Because I’m a junior, no school is going
to want a player just to come and play for one
year.”
In high school Drummond had few friends.
He was the only Jamaican and most of the other
kids had grown up going to school together.
At Western, Drummond had found a home
full of friends on the men’s soccer team.
“Most of my friends are my teammates, so if
anything happens to the team it’s pretty much
abolishing most of my friends,” Drummond
said. “This whole thing has crushed my career,
the way I talk about my inspirations here at
Western. I thought of it as a place that was
secure.”
Drummond, however, says he isn’t going to
have any hard feelings.
“It’s the same school, I just wish they could
do more about the situation.”
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Herald files complaint with Board of Regents
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
The Herald filed a complaint
Tuesday with Board of Regents
Chairwoman Lois Gray, stating
the board violated the state’s
Open Meetings Law by discussing cutting the men’s soccer program in a closed session.
During the Jan. 25 Board
of Regents meeting, the board
voted to go into closed session
to discuss pending litigation and
an “individual specific personnel matter.”
Both are authorized by state
statute as exceptions to the open
meetings law.
Athletics Director Wood
Selig, General Counsel Deborah
Wilkins and President Gary

Ransdell participated in the
closed session with the board.
Afterwards, Ransdell asked
the board to keep matters discussed in the closed meeting
confidential.
The Herald’s complaint, sent
in a letter to Gray, states the
board violated Kentucky’s Open
Meetings Law which states “no
matters may be discussed at a
closed session other than those
publicly announced prior to the
closed session.”
The Herald alleges that this
was done when Selig briefed
the board on the decision to
eliminate the men’s soccer program, with the result that the
position of the coach would be
eliminated.
Wilkins said about 95 percent

of the closed session discussion
was in regard to legal issues, but
said Selig also discussed the cut
of the men’s soccer program.
“I’m not even sure I would
call it a prolonged discussion,”
Wilkins said. “It was more of a
brief presentation by Dr. Selig.”
Board approval of the elimination of a position isn’t required,
but the president may decide to
brief them on an elimination if
he believes it may be disputed or
attract media attention, she said. In
those cases, the board is briefed so
they “aren’t blind-sided.”
Wilkins acknowledged discussion of the cutting of an
entire program would fall under
an open meeting.
Jon Fleischaker, a First
Amendment attorney, said the

discussion violated Kentucky’s
Open Meetings Law.
“There is no provision in
the law allowing the Board of
Regents to discuss general funding decisions in closed session,”
Fleischaker said.
“If in fact they made a decision in closed session, that is
illegal by itself. If they were
discussing the decision, in my
opinion, they could not do that
in closed session.”
The complaint states the discussion of the elimination of a
job is not protected by the law
which outlines a scenario for the
loss of a position which would
be discussed in closed sessions.
“The fact that it has an affect
on employment does not entitle
them to go into a closed meet-

ing,” Fleischaker said. “If they
are going to shut down a program, that is not a personnel
matter that entitles them to a
closed meeting.”
The board didn’t approve the
elimination of soccer, Wilkins
said.
“There was no nodding of
heads or anything like that,”
she said.
In a meeting with reporters
Monday, Selig said the board
did approve the elimination in a
closed session.
Selig mispoke, Wilkins said.
“What he probably meant
was that no one stood up and
objected,” Wilkins said.
“There was no debate, no
discussion, no questions related
to the soccer program on part of

the board,” she said.
Wilkins said the board
doesn’t have to discuss specific cuts, but the university
sometimes puts such issues up
for a vote. In 1992, the board
voted on whether to eliminate
the football program.
“That doesn’t mean you have
to bring things to the board,”
Wilkins said. “And in this case,
President Ransdell did not bring
it to the board.”
The board will approve cuts
in an amended 2008 budget at
its meeting April 24.
Gray has three business days
after receiving the letter to issue
a response.
Reach Holly Brown
at news@chherald.com.

STATE GOVERNMENT

State considers bill banning
domestic partnerships
Sen. Ernesto Scorsone, (DLexington) the only openly gay
member of the Senate, said the
bill is horrible.
A bill which would ban uni“It tries to micromanage universities from providing ben- versities, and universities know
efits for domestic partners of best how to provide for their
employees passed in the state employees,” he said. “There’s
Senate Jan. 30 and was received no rationale for it except to hurt
in the House of Representatives gay people.”
on Jan. 31.
But a ban on
The bill states
benefits for domespublic agencies can
tic
partnerships
only provide benwould affect hetefits to employees
erosexual couples
and their family
and children too,
members. Family
said Molly Kerby,
members are lima women’s studited to include the
ies instructor who
employee’s spouse,
was co-chair of
legal children, parthe Outlet Alliance
ents, grandparents
when the bill was
and siblings.
— Sen. Ernesto proposed in 2006.
Sen.
Vernie
The bill went on
Scorsone to die in 2007 in a
McGaha (R-Russell
D- Lexington House subcommitSprings) who sponsors the bill, said
tee on a tie vote.
providing benefits for domestic
Kerby said that if someone
partnerships violates Kentucky’s left their partner with a child they
constitution.
weren’t related to, the ban wouldn’t
“In 2004, the citizens of allow the child to be covered
Kentucky passed the marriage through Western’s insurance.
amendment that prohibits the
Kerby said the only person
recognition of [domestic partner- on Western’s campus she knew
ships],” he said. “We’re going to the ban would affect was a hetpreserve the constitution.”
erosexual woman.
GREG CAPILLO
& MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporters

“These are
hardworking
Kentuckians
that want to
buy insurance
for their loved
ones.”

“They red flagged that they
would be giving gay people
rights and they didn’t consider
the other aspects,” she said.
Scorsone voted against the
bill, calling it a “hateful piece
of legislation.”
“These are hardworking
Kentuckians that want to buy
insurance for their loved ones,”
he said.
McGaha said the bill has a
lot of bipartisan support and is
cosponsored by about 15 or 16
Democrats.
“If leadership in the House
will allow it to come to the
floor, it will pass overwhelmingly,” he said.
Rep. Stan Lee (R-Lexington)
who proposed the original bill,
agreed.
The bill could deter faculty
members who might not be gay
from coming to Western if they
perceive the environment as
intolerant, Kerby said.
President Gary Ransdell had
said in 2006 that Western would
consider providing benefits to
domestic partners, but said
Wednesday that Western would
wait for the legislature.
Reach the reporters
at news@chherald.com.

Breaking news on the Hill?
Get all you need to know at...

www.wkuherald.com
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TOPS to the recent
string of warm weather.
Too bad we'll have
to pull out our gloves
tomorrow.
BOTTOMS to the
lives lost in Tuesday’s
storms. Our thoughts
and prayers are with
you and your families.
BOTTOMS to
Punxsutawney Phil for
seeing six more weeks
of winter. What about
the effects of global
warming?
TOPS to the Lady Toppers’ 12-game winning
streak. Maybe this year
we'll make the NCAA.

BOTTOMS to the end
of the Lady Toppers’ 12game winning streak.
Thirteen really must be
an unlucky number.
TOPS to student activism. Good job getting
off your bottoms and
showing you care.
BOTTOMS to the
men’s soccer team
getting cut. Bottoms to
budget cuts in general.

STAFF EDITORIAL

A vote away
from home
Your voice counts; vote absentee
Despite an unusually high voter turnout during Tuesday’s
primaries, a clear front-runner has yet to emerge in either
the Republican or Democratic Party. Many states saw
overwhelmingly large crowds lined up at polling stations.
Officials in Manchester, Conn., expected a 70 percent voter
turn out at Tuesday’s polls. In Massachusetts more than a
million voters — or 30 percent of the state’s population —
cast their ballots. Unfortunately, Tennessee and Arkansas
had to close some of their polling stations due to tornados.
Sen. John McCain walked away from the primaries
gaining 51 percent of the Republican delegates he will
need to secure his party’s nomination. For Sen. Barack
Obama and Sen. Hillary Clinton voting was a little tighter. Obama pulled in 36 percent of the delegates needed
while Clinton held a slight edge with 41 percent.
This lack of a clear front-runner has increased
the importance of the post-Super Tuesday primaries,
Kentucky included. So now more than ever it’s crucial
for out-of-state and even out-of-county students to
know how to cast their absentee ballots. Absentee vot-
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voter an application to vote absentee. In order to ensure
the application is processed quickly voters should
include: their name, address, social security number,
address where the ballot should be mailed, election the
voter wants to vote in, registered party if it’s a primary,
reason to vote absentee and their signature. Once the
information is received the application will be processed and the ballot will be sent to the voter.
In an election like this one writing your letter and
filling out that application can make a very big difference. This is an election based around a need for
change. The issues at hand are very serious ones such as
healthcare, the war in the Middle East and the economy.
If Super Tuesday is any indicator for the path the rest
of the primaries and the November election will take,
than your vote could be a deciding factor in electing the
next president.

been successful? Why penalize 444 student athletes, as
opposed to the 15 soccer players who were scheduled to
return? If Western spreads the cut to all sports, men’s
soccer will only continue to lose ground.
The decision was a wise one. I commend Dr. Selig
and Dr. Ransdell for making this difficult decision,
which is in the best interest of Western overall.

young men have enriched the university and our community for over 30 years. My family’s hope (and most
likely the hope of thousands of others) is that Western
please consider some type of equitable solution to spare
a valuable asset that has helped make soccer in southern
Kentucky what is today. Or at the very least, supporters,
friends and alumni should be given the opportunity to
provide the needed support to sustain and nurture the
program as a going concern.
The success seen by area high schools and throughout SKY is directly attributed to the positive impact of
Western men’s soccer. Some of our community’s best
local coaches have come through Western’s program.
This decision should be about more than the win-loss
columns, mere economics or even Sun Belt Athletic
Conference politics. It should be about the opportunity
to enrich the lives of many and to reach yet another
growing segment of the population. Perhaps most
importantly, this decision should be about continuing to
provide the valuable life-changing experience of higher
education attainment and that singularly wonderful
experience of being a collegiate student-athlete.
Not too many years ago the university nearly ended
its football program that has enjoyed a national championship and is now competing at the highest level. Does
the men’s soccer program not deserve such consideration? If additional support is needed, then why wasn’t
this case brought to the greater community’s attention?
With both community and university support, perhaps
the soccer program could earn the type of recognition
WKU has come to expect. This decision, if not reversed,
will have a ripple effect that will be felt in Bowling
Green and surrounding communities for years to come.
It should be noted that during the program’s history,
thousands of kids have received quality instruction and
learned valuable life skills by attending Western soccer
camps and SKY camps, both which have been staffed
largely by Western student-athletes.
Bowling Green High School recently won a state
soccer championship under a Western men’s soccer
alumnus. The list could go on, but none of this would
have occurred without the rich history of Western
men’s Soccer. Drs. Ransdell and Selig, the future of
many is in your capable hands.
Mike Goetz
Bowling Green

The decision of the Western administration to eliminate the men’s soccer program at Western was a wise
one.
It’s one thing to read about the state budget cut
when you don’t work for a state agency. It’s quite
another to be one of those employees or employers
who will live it. Western has made reductions across
campus in response to the budget cut, and further cuts
are expected. Those who criticize the administration’s
decisions are being naïve.
I have been a member of the HAF for many years,
and I regularly attend sports events. I freely admit
I don’t attend Western men’s (or women’s) soccer
games. That said, consider these facts:
•The Sun Belt Conference has identified three
men’s and women’s “flagship sports” that are to be
given priority by its members: men’s and women’s
basketball, baseball, football, women’s volleyball and
women’s softball/soccer.
•Western’s Strategic Plan includes the goal that
men’s and women’s basketball and football programs
will strive to be nationally competitive.
You don’t reduce funding for programs that are
flagship programs or that you desire to be nationally
competitive. This would leave the remaining sports
programs at Western – men’s and women’s swimming,
men’s golf, men’s and women’s indoor/outdoor track.
Both swim programs perform exceptionally well, and
have won or come in second in the conference nearly
every year. The remaining sports’ budgets are simply
too small to weather the full reduction – they would
cease to exist at all. Western is required to carry no less
than 16 sports in order to maintain Division I status.
More hard facts: the men’s soccer program was
not competitive or successful. The team hasn’t made it
to the conference tournament in four years. Arguably,
part of the problem could be attributed to lack of
funding. The sport competes in the Missouri Valley
Conference, where budgets for soccer are significantly
higher. Western’s men’s soccer was already at the bottom. They aren’t going to get better without a budget
increase, let alone a decrease.
A call to “allocate the cut across all the sports” is
bad business. Why penalize those programs that have

Ron Davis
Bowling Green

Soccer: A devastating decision

As a Bowling Green area soccer parent, coach
and former collegiate player, I am deeply disappointed with the recent decision by Western’s President,
Gary Ransdell, and Athletics Director, Wood Selig,
to suspend the men’s intercollegiate soccer program. I
acknowledge the excellent jobs they have done collectively to place Western on the forefront of the intercollegiate athletics stage.
Our local youth soccer organization, Southern
Kentucky Soccer (SKY), has enjoyed a long and fruitful relationship with the WKU men’s soccer program
that dates back to 1984. This organization’s success is
due in large part to the involvement of Western coaches
and players over these many years.
Not only does Western provide an economic engine
for this region, but programs like the men’s soccer
program have provided the stimulus for the growth and
appreciation of the world’s game. As an admirer of the
beautiful game, I firmly believe the existence of that
program is a resource that SKY and many area schools
cannot continue to grow and improve without. Just as
Western’s success has buoyed this region, both the
men’s, and now women’s, soccer programs have provided a tremendously positive impact to our kids and to
our programs. Quite frankly, there are many kids now,
and many more to follow, that have a dream of playing
collegiate soccer at Western. How can the university
fulfill its mantra as “A leading American university
with international reach” when it cannot support and
promote the world’s most popular sport?
In fulfillment of a long-standing university goal,
Western men’s soccer has attracted a body of culturally
diverse student-athletes from around the globe. These

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are
a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries
should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right
to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those
of Western’s employees
or of its administration.

This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Herald's 10-member editorial board.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Soccer cut: A good decision

college heights

ing is when a voter casts their ballot earlier than the set
election date due to a lack of close proximity to their
polling station. For most states a window of opportunity is open before the election in which out-of-state or
out-of-county voters can mail their ballots to the state’s
election commission.
The process of ordering a ballot from your state of
residency isn’t very hard. For the sake of simplicity,
we’ll use Tennessee as the example for how to obtain an
absentee ballot. According to the Tennessee Department
of State Web site, any registered voter can vote without
giving a specific reason during the early election window. This window usually begins 20 days before the
election and ends five days before the election.
To obtain a mailed absentee ballot a voter must
write to their local county election committee and make
such a request “over the voter’s signature.” The voter
can then mail or fax the request to the county election
committee’s office.
After making a request the committee will mail the

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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In the 2006-2007 year, 14 land mitigation manager for
of Campbell’s students passed Warren County.
the exam.
KAMM was founded in
Campbell, a certified flood- 2004 to bring land mitigation
plain manager, arrived at managers together for trainWestern in 2004.
ing, networking, promoting the
“Normally, the people who organization and educating the
pass it have graduated col- community on flooding issues.
lege and worked in floodplain
Larson explained that every
management for a few years,” community has a flood insurCampbell said.
ance rate map, which shows the
Campbell compared the dif- areas in the community which
ficulty of the test to the bar are more likely to flood.
exam for lawyers.
Residents who live in the
Wallace was awarded a flood areas are required by the
scholarship from
federal governthe
Kentucky
ment to buy
Association
flood insurance.
of
Mitigation
Larson said it
Management
was his job as a
through an essay
land mitigation
contest. He was
manager to fully
honored at a cereunderstand the
mony on Jan. 21.
maps and offer
— Aaron Wallace advice to homWallace was
also awarded a
Glasgow senior eowners buying
national scholflood insurance.
arship through
“Most people
ASFM.
don’t know about flood insurWallace said that he is unsure ance until they are told they
if he will work as a land mitiga- need it,” he said.
tion manager, but he is considCampbell said he thinks that
ering it.
if Wallace decides to pursue a
“It’s definitely an opportu- career in land mitigation mannity,” he said. “I’m going to agement, he will do well.
look into it and see what it can
“He’s
very
mature,”
do for me.”
Campbell said. “I think he will
Eric Larson and three other do very well in anything he
KAMM representatives attend- chooses to do.”
ed Wallace’s scholarship ceremony in January.
Reach Emily Ulber
Larson, KAMM treasurer at news@chherald.com.
and co-founder, is the former

t

Engineering student passes
floodplain management
Last spring, Glasgow senior
Aaron Wallace took what he
called the “hardest multiple
choice test you’ll ever take in
your life.”
Wallace scored 70 percent
on the Certified Floodplain
Manager Exam, which qualifies
as passing.
The exam is a national test
offered through the Association
of State Floodplain Managers.
Now that Wallace has passed,
he is qualified to be a land mitigation manager.
He explained that as a land
mitigation manager, he would
work for cities and towns planning the zones for flood insurance.
He would also determine
how deep certain areas will
flood and what measures should
be taken under emergency flood
situations.
Wallace took the exam as a
part of his floodplain management class, a required elective
for his major, civil engineering.
This was the second year the
exam was offered to students.
Western also offers a floodplain management minor,
launched in 2006.
Associate
Engineering
Professor Warren Campbell,
Wallace’s professor, said the
21-year-old is one of the youngest people in Kentucky who
passed the exam.
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News briefs

Freshmen to be
honored for academic
achievement

The College of Health and
Human Services will honor
freshmen named to the Dean’s
List and the President’s List
on Saturday at the fourth
annual Freshman Academic
Achievement Awards.
John Bonaguro, a representative from Academic
Affairs will welcome students and their families.
Marianne Smith Edge, author
and internationally acclaimed
speaker, will speak after
Bonaguro.
Also attending the dinner is the chair of the Parents
Advisory Council, Stan
Raley, and a representative of

each department within the
College of Health and Human
Services.
Students named to the
President’s List achieved a 3.8
grade point average or above
while students named to the
Dean’s List had between a 3.4
and 3.7 GPA.

Western works to build
radio station in Jordan

Western is working with
Internews Network to construct a new community radio
station in Amman, Jordan.
The station will be a part
of the International Journalism
and Media Management
Training Program at Western.
The new station will be
located at the Princess Basma

Youth Resource Center, whose
mission is to promote the
active role of Jordanian youth
in society.
Western already has helped
develop a station at Yarmouk
University called Yarmouk
FM and an Amman-based
youth radio production unit
called AutoStrad.
The International Journalism
and Media Management
Program incorporates Western’s
School of Journalism, and
Internews
Network,
an
International non-profit organization which supports worldwide open media.
They have previously
worked in Indonesia, Cambodia
and Egypt.
— Danielle Bullock

“It’s definitely an
opportunity. I’m
going to look into it
and see what it can
do for me.”

Coming So on!
Located at Mass Media & Technology Hall
R E S TAU R A N T & C AT E R I N G G R O U P
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Campus groups work Faculty, staff revisit
toward sustainability plus/minus grading

MAGEN MCCRAREY
Herald reporter
Housing and Residence
Life is working to bring more
recycling opportunities to students living in dorms.
A new bin is coming allowing Western to collect many
of the recyclables which don’t
usually make it to the Southern
Recycling Center.
WKU Recycling and
the Student Government
Association teamed up to purchase a $14,000 multi-sectional bin, Recycling Coordinator
Christian Downing said.
Now the WKU Recycling
Crew can pick up only one type
of recyclable per trip because
the recyclables are received
and weighed separately at the
recycling center.
The circuit the crew runs
includes main campus, south
campus and the Agricultural
Exposition Center.
The 18-mile route may take
an entire day, depending on
the amount of recyclables,
Downing said.
The bin will be placed in
the Service and Supply parking lot and has sections for
paper, plastic and glass.
The bin should arrive
soon, Student Government
Association President Jeanne
Johnson said.
Last year, the WKU

Recycling
Crew
made are being replaced by plastic
about 500 trips to Southern bottle machines.
Recycling, but making all of
Downing said there’s a
those trips proved to be time problem spending time on
consuming, Downing said.
recycling plastics because they
“Your heart has to be in it,” don’t generate money when
Downing said, comparing the recycled.
trips to the show “Dirty Jobs”
Sara Ferguson, president of
on the Discovery Channel. “It GreenToppers, was appointis such a dirty job, [host] Mike ed by HRL to start raising
Rowe should do it.”
awareness through a campaign
A new bin will
which focuses on
allow the crew to
widening the varispend more time
ety of recyclables
making
stops
that are recycled
instead of waitin dorms, starting
ing in line at the
with plastics.
recycling center,
“Western
in
Downing said.
general is kind
It also gives
of a step behind
the public a more
most other college
accessible place
campuses when it
to drop off recycomes to sustainclables, Downing
ability
issues,”
said.
said Ferguson, a
— Sara Ferguson sophomore from
Western’s
GreenToppers
president Springfield, Tenn.
Recycling program won’t get a
HRL Director
budget this year because of Brian Kuster purchased the
state budget cuts, so their recy- bins for plastics which will be
cling crew of two part-time placed in each dorm lobby.
student employees and one
In a year WKU Recycling,
small truck relies on grants GreenToppers and SGA hope
from the state.
to have campus-wide recyAll of the money aluminum cling, Ferguson said.
recycling generates goes back
“For now we are takinto the campus recycling pro- ing baby steps to get there,”
gram and helps to buy more Ferguson said.
bins.
Many of the aluminum can Reach Magen McCrarey
vending machines on campus at news@chherald.com.

“Western in
general is kind
of a step behind
most other college campuses
when it comes
to sustainability
issues.”

DANIELLE BULLOCK
Herald reporter
Western’s students have been
given the opportunity to voice
their opinion about a plus/minus
grading scale policy.
A mass e-mail was sent out
to students by the University’s
Academic Quality Committee
on Feb. 4 asking them to give
their suggestions, comments
and concerns about the plus/
minus grading system proposal.
The proposal, if passed,
would affect students beginning with the incoming freshman class of fall 2008. Students
already enrolled at Western
would have the option of switching to the system.
The policy would weight letter grades based on the addition
of a plus or a minus. For example, a B- would correlate with a
2.7 GPA, and a B+ would correlate with a 3.3 GPA.
The plus/minus system
would not include an A+, D+,
D- or F+.
The proposal was passed by
the University Senate last year
but was rejected by Provost
Barbara Burch at the last session of the University Senate in
spring 2007.
The senate might not revisit
the plus/minus proposal this
semester, said Anthony Harkins,
chairman of the Academic
Quality Committee. If it does, it
will happen in March.

The Academic Quality
Committee is trying to gather enough information and
opinions about plus/minus in
order to determine whether
plus/minus will be beneficial,
Harkins said.
Student
Government
Association President Jeanne
Johnson said “I
have no doubt
in my mind
that most students would be
against it.”
Burch said
she’s hopeful
that whatever
comes out of
the Academic
Q u a l i t y
Committee’s
recommendations will be
thorough, and
will be good for the campus,
the faculty and the students.
The survey about plus/minus
was previously sent out to faculty and staff.
By press time, 162 faculty
and staff members had completed the survey.
Feb. 15 is the last day to
complete it.
Johnson reported to the SGA
on Tuesday that 41.9 percent of
the faculty who commented on
the survey were in favor of plus/
minus and 41.9 percent were
against it.
The remainder either stated

The policy would
weight letter grades
based on the addition
of a plus or a minus.
For example, a Bwould correlate with
a 2.7 GPA, and a B+
would correlate with
a 3.3 GPA.

$4.25

8" SUB SANDWICHES

All of my tasty sub sandwiches are a full 8 inches of
homemade French bread, fresh veggies and the finest
meats & cheese I can buy! And if it matters to you,
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)

#1 PEPE®

Real applewood smoked ham and provolone cheese
garnished with lettuce, tomato, and mayo.

JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, topped with
yummy mayo, lettuce, and tomato.

#3 TOTALLY

TUNA®

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprouts,
cucumber, lettuce, and tomato. (My tuna rocks!)

#4 TURKEY TOM®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce,
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and mayo. (The original)

#5 VITO®

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

#6 VEGETARIAN

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real
avocado spread, alfalfa sprouts, sliced cucumber,
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a gourmet sub not
for vegetarians only . . . . . . . . . . . peace dude!)

J.J.B.L.T.™

$5.25

Corporate Headquarters Champaign, IL

$3.25
PLAIN SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

slim
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

1
2
3
4
5
6

Ham & cheese
Roast Beef
Tuna salad
Turkey breast
Salami, capicola, cheese
Double provolone

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap

JJ

UNWICH™

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

YOUR CATERING
SOLUTION!!!
BOX LUNCHES, PLATTERS, PARTIES!

DELIVERY ORDERS will include a delivery
charge of 75¢ per item (+/–10¢).
+ + + + JIMMYJOHNS.COM + + + +

Bacon, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(The only better BLT is mama's BLT)

$7.25

+side items +
+
+
+
+
+
+

Reach Danielle Bullock
at news@chherald.com.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
She thinks whatever I do is gourmet, but
i don't think either of us knows what it
means. so let's stick with tasty!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

#2 BIG

a question or suggested amendments to the proposal.
Johnson said she liked that
the latest survey gave the faculty more freedom than a multiple
choice survey would.
The results of the faculty
and staff survey will not be
compiled in any statistical way,
said Harkins.
The Academic
Q u a l i t y
Committee
wanted to get
a range of
opinions on
how and if
they should
proceed with
plus/minus.
Western’s
staff completed multiple
choice surveys
concerning
the plus/minus system in spring
2005 and fall 2006.
The Academic Quality
Committee plans to use the
opinions given through the survey in their decision making
process over the next several
weeks, Harkins stated.
The committee will meet
with the SGA, the Provost, the
graduate studies office and the
Registrar’s office in the coming weeks to further discuss the
plus/minus system.

Soda Pop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.39/$1.59
Giant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie . . . $1.50
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle . . . . $0.99
Extra load of meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.25
Extra cheese or extra avocado spread . . . . . . . . . . $0.75
Hot Peppers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free

freebies

(subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, mayo, sliced
cucumber, Dijon mustard, oil & vinegar, and oregano.

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN™
This sandwich was invented by
Jimmy John's brother Huey. It's huge
enough to feed the hungriest of all
humans! Tons of genoa salami, sliced
smoked ham, capicola, roast beef,
turkey & provolone, jammed into
one of our homemade French buns
then smothered with onions, mayo,
lettuce, tomato, & our homemade
Italian dressing.

GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat and cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade french bread!

#7 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
A full 1/4 pound of real applewood smoked ham,
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato, & real mayo!

#8 BILLY CLUB®

Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®

Real genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo, and our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(You hav'ta order hot peppers, just ask!)

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of fresh sliced medium rare
roast beef, provolone, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, applewood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato, and mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

#12 BEACH CLUB®

Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, sprouts, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo! (It's the real deal, and it ain't even California.)

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, alfalfa sprouts, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
(Try it on my 7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie
sandwich is world class!)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato, & mayo.
An American classic, certainly not invented by J.J. but
definitely tweaked and fine-tuned to perfection!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one has
a lot more. Fresh housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sprouts, cucumber, lettuce, & tomato.

#16 CLUB LULU™

Fresh sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato,
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
BOWLING GREEN

1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.



270.393.8884

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"
© 1 9 8 5 , 2 0 0 2 , 2 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 7 J I M M Y J O H N ’ S F R A N C H I S E , L L C A L L R I G H T S R E S E RV E D . We R e s e r ve T h e R i g h t To M a k e A n y M e n u C h a n g e s .
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Information Technology is
meeting the cut through a onetime reduction in equipment
replacement and travel.
IT is also eliminating the
Virtual Lab project and
reducing employee travel
expenses, equipment purchases
and Interactive Video Services
room upgrades.

STATE BUDGET
IMBALANCE

The cuts are the result of
a $434 million state budget
imbalance.
Beshear ordered the 3 percent
budget cut for postsecondary
education on Dec. 21, 2007. He
proposed another 11.4 percent
cut on Jan. 29 to the General
Assembly, which must approve
a balanced budget by March
31.
Western won’t make up
losses through an “excessive”
tuition increase, Ransdell stated
in his report.
Still, an additional cut from
the state would mean an 8 or
9 percent tuition increase next
year, Ransdell said.

REDUCTIONS IN PAY

Institutional Advancement
is lowering anticipated salaries
for new hires, which may turn
people away from the position,
said Tom Hiles, vice president
of Institutional Advancement.
Hiles said they still would
be able to hire somebody good,
but might have less experience,
adding that the department
hopes the person will learn
quickly.
Cuts to financial affairs
include eliminating overtime
work and pay, Chief Financial
Officer Ann Mead said.

VACANT
POSITIONS CUT

Academic Affairs will nix
eight vacant faculty jobs to
meet the permanent cuts, while
Institutional
Advancement
converts one full-time job into
part-time.
“Any time we choose not
to fill a faculty position, it puts
more pressure on other faculty,”
Ransdell said. “They have to
pick up the slack.”
Dale declined to elaborate
on what positions will be
eliminated, saying the cut
positions could change.
Hiles also declined, because
a final decision hasn’t been
made.
Tice said he hadn’t decided
what positions would be cut
from Student Affairs.
Vacant faculty positions
usually come from professors
who have retired, and Western
will start hiring faculty at a
lower rank, Dale said.
The rank of faculty from
lowest to highest is instructor,
assistant professor, associate
professor and professor.

SABBATICALS

Academic Affairs will
increase the student-to-faculty
ratio and reduce the amount of
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approved faculty sabbaticals.
Academic Affairs is still
deciding on a specific studentfaculty ratio, Dale said.
Only 11 of 26 faculty who
requested a sabbatical were
approved this year.
That number won’t increase
now, said Richard Miller,
associate vice president of
Academic Affairs. More could
be approved, but decisions
won’t be made for more than a
month when the budget situation
becomes more clear.
“There is a level of concern
[among faculty], but people at
the university were aware of
the budget situation,” Dale said.
“It was not a surprise at this
point.”

REDUCED OPERATING
MONEY

Nearly every department is
reducing general operating and
equipment costs, meaning less
will be purchased for offices,
Dale said.
Operating costs include
office supplies, printing costs
and telephone expenses.
Academic Affairs is reducing
money set aside for possible
classroom renovations, Dale said.
Some of Western’s colleges
have additional money they’ve
been using for renovations,
Dale said. Now they can only
use the designated renovation
money.
No renovation projects can
started, Dale said.

ADMINISTRATIVE CUTS

The general counsel is meeting
cuts by reducing the emergency
funds for Environmental Health
and Safety, which performs
tests relating to safety issues on
campus.
The division is reducing
the amount placed in that fund
each year, so if needed, money
will come from the university’s
contingency fund, General
Counsel Deborah Wilkins said.
The President’s Office is
reducing operating costs and
expenses in the president’s home.
Ransdell said he will cut down
on repairs and maintenance,
such as groundskeeping at his
house.

ATHLETICS

The athletics department is
canceling equipment purchases
and facilities improvements
planned from paycheck games.
The athletics department
is dealing with a permanent
$52,500 cut by eliminating the
men’s soccer program.
The men’s soccer budget is
$290,000.
The total elimination reflects
how the athletics department
would meet additional cuts.

RANSDELL: KEEP FROM
BEING CRITICAL

Ransdell stated that he
wants everyone to keep from
being critical of the reductions
because he and administrators
are addressing options and
actions.
“This reduction is painful
enough, and although I am
not asking any of you to agree
with these decisions, I am
asking for your patience and
understanding as we comply

Immediate cuts include
the following:
u Academic Affairs— $532,200,
includes operating costs, classroom renovations and traveling
money for conferences and seminars, called professional development money.
u Athletic Department—
$25,400, includes canceling
equipment purchases and facilities improvements.
u Financial Affairs— $12,500,
includes canceling computer
replacements and reducing professional development.
u General Counsel— $4,900,
includes emergency funds for
Environmental Health and Safety,
which performs tests relating to
safety on campus.
u Governmental Relations—
$3,400, includes Kentucky
Building operating costs and
consulting services in Washington
D.C.
u Information Technology—
$38,500, includes equipment
replacement and travel.
u Institutional Advancement—
$17,000, includes travel expenses
and anticipated salaries for new
hires.
u President’s Office—$4,000,
includes operating costs and
expenses in the president’s home.
u Student Affairs and Campus
Services— $38,600 includes
vacant positions, operating costs
and student worker hours.
u Other budget areas—
$1,877,000, includes university
reserve, utilities savings and
health insurance for vacant positions.

with this mandate,” he stated in
an e-mail.
Some purchases such as
trees occurred months ago but
haven’t arrived or been put on
campus yet, he said.
“This means that tough
decisions for budget reductions
will be made, while what may
appear to be lesser priority
matters move forward,” he said.

SAME LEGISLATIVE
PRIORITIES

Western is asking the
General Assembly for about
$82 million in state funded
projects as legislative priorities,
such as planning and design of
the new Gordon Ford College
of Business and renovation of
the science campus.
Western is also asking for
approval of an additional $86
million in agency bond projects.
Projects include Van Meter Hall
and fine arts center renovations
that were vetoed by former Gov.
Ernie Fletcher in 2006.
Ransdell said he still
expects the General Assembly
to approve the seven vetoed
projects.

Permanent cuts include:
u Academic Affairs—
$1,011,100, includes eight vacant
positions, operating costs and
restrictions on sabbaticals.
u Athletic Department—
$52,500, includes men’s soccer.
u Financial Affairs— $25,800,
includes postage expenses, computer replacements and overtime
expenses.
u General Counsel— $10,200,
includes emergency contingency
for Environmental Health and
Safety.
u Governmental Relations—
$7,000, includes consulting
services, equipment purchases
and Kentucky Building operating
money.
u Information Technology—
$79,600, includes Virtual Lab
project, professional development
and equipment purchases.
u Institutional Advancement—
$35,200, includes travel expenses
used for traveling to donors, mailings to donors and changing a job
to part-time.
u President’s Office— $8,300,
includes general operating costs
and expenses in the president’s
home.
u Students Affairs and Campus
Services—$79,800, includes student worker hours, vacant positions and general operating costs.
u Other budget areas—
$1,244,000, includes utilities
savings and health insurance for
vacant positions.

different institution,” Ransdell
said.
The General Assembly is
discussing options that might
offer some relief, including raising
the cigarette tax and expanding
gambling, Ransdell said.
Ransdell is traveling to
Frankfort about twice a week to
lobby for Western.
“Regardless of how we may
feel personally about various
revenue options, it is likely that
without new revenues there
will be minimal, if any, relief
from these dramatic additional
budget cuts,” he stated.
Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.

Rallies
Continued

from page

V

V

1a

“These are such good kids
and such good students, and
I’m really proud of them,”
he said.
At the rally, students and
supporters were encouraged
to sign a petition and a large
“freedom of speech board,”
Downey said.
He plans on placing the
board somewhere on campus
to attract more attention to
the situation.
Several
Student
Government Association
members attended the rally
and encouraged participants
to accompany them to
Frankfort on Feb. 20.
Numerous players said
they would wear their jerseys
to Frankfort.
Legislators will vote on a
budget by the end of session
on March 31.
Nicole
Hagan,
a
sophomore member of
Alpha Omicron Pi, said
she has never attended a
Western soccer match, but
said the soccer team had
asked her sorority to attend
the rally.
A group of local high
school students also attended
the event.
Eric Bowers, a soccer
player at Greenwood High
School, said he and his
friends attended most men’s
soccer games at Western.
“We could have played
here,” he said. “These guys
have been helping out with
soccer clubs since we were
young.”
Bowers
said
the
elimination of the team will
have a large effect on the
community.
“Kids
around
here
are going to lose a lot of
inspiration, knowing that
they can’t grow up and play
here,” he said.
Protestors stayed at the
house until about 6:30 p.m.
No one came outside.
Michelle Day contributed
to this story.
Reach the reporters
at news@chherald.com.

ASSEMBLY
DISCUSSING OPTIONS

Ransdell stated in the report
that he’s deeply concerned with
the proposed additional cuts to
postsecondary education, which
he said would bring “total
elimination of programs.”
The proposed additional
11.4 percent cut would be
catastrophic, Ransdell said.
“We will come out of that a
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BEYOND THE HILL

Bowling Green campus dodges storm damage

COREY PAUL
Herald reporter
Western escaped the brunt
of severe storms which ravaged the southeast Tuesday
night and early Wednesday
and left at least seven dead in
Kentucky.
Lightning-bearing clouds
and rough winds passed
through Bowling Green, but
Western reported no damage to its main campus, said
Gene Tice, vice president of
student affairs and campus
services.
Western canceled classes
at its Elizabethtown campus
because of a power outage
caused by downed supply
lines. Power was restored at
about 5 p.m. yesterday and
classes resumed today.
The Elizabethtown campus
dodged physical damage, campus
director Ronald Stephens said.
About a mile west of the campus
severe winds blew the roof off a
high school gymnasium.
Neither the Glasgow or
Owensboro campuses reported
any damage.
Bowling Green reported
some flooding, but no physical
damage, said Ronnie Pearson,
the director of Warren County
Emergency Management.
“We escaped a bullet last night,” Pearson said
Wednesday.
Three people died in
Powderly in Muhlenberg
County, about an hour west of
Bowling Green.
At least four deaths were
reported in neighboring Allen
County.
In Tennessee, at least 31
deaths were reported.
At press time, the death toll
from the storms was 55 with
more than 150 injured, the
New York Times reported.

DANIEL HOUGHTON/Herald

Amos resident O.L. Meadors stands with his family outside his mobile home which was flipped during Tuesday night’s tornado which ripped through the Allen County area.
“It just happened quick and fast. This can be fixed, people can’t. We were just lucky,” Meadors said.

A storm Jan. 29 had gusts
of up to 50 miles per hour
uprooted trees, broke windows
and tore shingles on campus.
Repairs are complete, said
Charles Harrison, manager of
maintenance services. Costs

haven’t been determined yet,
but money for repairs will
come from Western’s maintenance fund until insurance
companies cover them in a few
months.
If the storm on Wednesday

BOWLING GREEN

City commissioners face
deadline on bond issue
LAUREL WILSON
Herald reporter
The City Commission
has until tomorrow to decide
whether it will back $25 million in bonds in order to move
forward with downtown redevelopment projects, developers
told the commission at a meeting Feb. 5.
Mayor Elaine Walker called
for a special commission meeting on Thursday to discuss the
issue.
Without the bonds, plans
for the proposed developments
won’t be able to continue.
The developments, which
will span from 14th street to
6th street, include a downtown
hotel, baseball stadium, parking
structure, performing arts center, condominiums, townhouses, shops and restaurants.
Bart Darrell, an attorney for
the developers, said the county
will pay the bonds, but the city
must back them.
Commissioners said they’re
worried the city will be responsible for the deficiencies if the
project fails, and taxpayers will
get stuck repaying the debt.
Darrell said there are risks
involved in any project like this
but risks must be taken.
He said President Gary
Ransdell had to take on similar
risks for projects at Western
which wouldn’t have been completed otherwise.
But commissioners said there
might be too much risk.

Area of proposed
developments

Commissioner Joe Denning
said the commission needs to
think long-term and that he
worries the city will still be in
debt in 30 years if commissioners agree to the bonds.
Walker said there might not
be a source of revenue to repay
the debts.
Walker said she wants an
agreement from the developers
saying they will provide financial backing from private investors to protect the city.
“If the city is going out there
and putting their money at risk,
it’s more comforting to know
that the private sector is putting
their money on the line too,”
Walker said.
Members of the community
approached the commission
about the issue.
Bowling Green resident Joan
Clark told the commission not to

let the developers pressure them
into anything which would turn
out badly for the city in years
to come.
Clark also said that even if
the developers sign commitments, things may not turn out
the way they hope, and the
agreements could backfire.
Bowling Green resident
Chris Thompson, who owns
Mancino’s Pizza & Grinders,
encouraged the city to support
the bonds.
“The one word I haven’t heard
tonight is trust,” Thompson
said. “Imagine the downtown
of Louisville, Nashville or
Lexington not looking the way
they do. Somebody somewhere
trusted them to make that happen.”
Reach Laurel Wilson
at news@chherald.com.

had hit Western harder,
Western officials would have
notified dorm residents in person and by phone.
The COWS siren system
and mass e-mails also could
have also been used.

Western is working on a
mass text-message warning
system and an emergency notification system which could
broadcast warnings to students
across campus.
Those are expected to be

completed soon, Tice said.
Speakers for the notification system are scheduled to
be tested May 12.
Reach Corey Paul
at news@chherald.com.

C Y
M K

C Y
M K

Page 10A

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

C Y
M K

February 7, 2008

College Heights Herald

Mixes

‘I want to come to Western
Kentucky because I can do
both football and track’.”
Brooks said that he wasn’t
planning on running track
Continued from Page 12A
when he first got to Western.
Along with Smart, former
“I didn’t really focus on
Topper Dennis Mitchell ran track, I was just going to play
track and played defensive football,” Brooks said. “But
back on the football team. after I thought about it, I decidHe holds the
ed to do it.”
school record
Brooks said
in the 60running track
meter dash.
helps him conT.J. Weist,
trol his speed
assistant
and maintain
head coach
balance, which
and receivers
is crucial in
coach for the
running routes
football team,
as a receiver
said Mitchell
during football
was an examseason.
ple used in
Jenkins said
recruiting
Brooks fits a
— Erick Jenkins rare bill.
Brooks.
“ W i t h
Coach
“ T h e r e
D e n n i s
aren’t many
Mitchell
football players who have true
(playing two sports) and hav- track and field speed,” Jenkins
ing the success that he had, said. “They’re quick, but not
Weist said. “It was a good necessarily fast. Derrius realmodel for (Brooks) to say istically has track and field

“There aren’t many
football players who
have true track and
field speed. They’re
quick, but not necessarily fast. Derrius
realistically has track
and field speed.”

speed.”
Jenkins said that the football program has the potential
to be very beneficial for the
track program.
“I think for us and our overall success, football could be
an integral part of us adding
depth to our relay pools or
throwing areas.” he said.

SWIMMING

Relay team wins Sun
Belt honors

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

The men’s 4x400 relay
team of sophomores Gavin
Smellie and Terrill McCombs
and juniors Romaine McKay
and Steve Wilson were named
Sun Belt track athletes of the
week on Tuesday.
Their time of three minutes, 11.19 seconds at the
Rod McCravy Invitational in
Lexington was good enough
for eighth-place, and shattered
the school record by over a
second.
Reach Chris Acree
at sports@chherald.com.

Month long lay off gives
team time to prepare, rest

After competing for almost
four straight months, Western’s
swim teams are in unfamiliar
territory.
The Toppers (8-1) lost on
Thursday for the first time since
Jan. 29, 2005. They won’t compete again until they travel to
Nashville from Feb. 28-March
1 for the Sun Belt Conference
championships.
“A month is a long time,”
sophomore Kate Sweeney said.
“We just have to focus on what
the goal is, which is winning the
conference.”
That’s a goal that the Lady
Toppers (7-2) haven’t accomplished in two years.
“There’s
always
that
added pressure,” coach Bruce
Marchionda said. “But if everyone takes care of their business,
then the final result will be
there.”
The Lady Toppers last won
the conference championship in
former head coach Bill Powell’s
final season at the helm in
2005.
Sweeney said the Lady

Trio

Continued from page 12A
Last season, Kempf set
the record for single-season
appearances with 44. She also
proved she can be a dominant
pitcher, hurling17 consecutive
scoreless innings from March
12-24, 2007.
Kempf said she has
mixed feelings about the
announcement.
“It is an honor,” she said.
“But in the same sense, nothing
has been proven this year. It’s
more important for me right
now to have the team in a
championship.”
Boucher was named first-

Toppers have a good chance to
take the women’s title this year.
“We’ve thought about it a
lot, the fact that we haven’t won
in a few years,” she said. “It
means a lot to the program to
be able to compete every year,
and every time we compete, we
want to win.”
Marchionda said the Lady
Toppers have prepared differently this year than in previous
years.
“You learn more and more
about certain athletes every
year,” he said. “You just have
to adjust that each year accordingly.”
Last season, the teams had
two weeks between their last
meet and the conference championships.
The Toppers won the conference for the third straight year,
and the women’s team took second in the conference.
The men’s team will attempt
to win its fourth straight conference championship in
Nashville.
Marchionda said that the
team’s schedule this season was
designed to give the team more
time to prepare for this year’s

championship. He also said the
championship was scheduled for
later in the month than usual.
“We don’t want to have to
worry about any competitions
so we can focus on what we’re
going for at the conference
championship,” he said.
The team has started to individualize workouts with the
intent of bettering their times in
specific events, senior Francis
Gilmore said.
“We started tapering (down
in intensity) yesterday, so we
aren’t pushing as hard in our
events,” he said. “But at the
same time, we’re trying to prepare as much as we can for the
Sun Belt (meet).”
Marchionda said he’s started
individualizing workouts so
that different swimmers have a
chance to improve on different
levels.
“What we have to do is go
out and do what we need to do
and not worry about the final
results,” he said. “The focus just
needs to be on the final result,
not the individual races.”

team all-Sun Belt as a freshman
last season. She led the team in
batting average (.351), on-base
percentage (.403), and hits (68)
and caught most of the games.
When asked what it felt
like to be tabbed preseason allconference, the Tampa, Fla.
native said the success is a
positive for the squad.
“It’s nice to see that our
team is finally getting some
recognition this year,” she said.
“It kind of gives our team a little
boost.”
As a power hitter, Horesky
lead the Lady Toppers in slugging
percentage (.508), RBIs (34),
home runs (7), and doubles (9).
After just two years, she ranks in
the top-10 in seven career hitting
categories at Western including

batting average (.288), hits (97),
doubles (17), and RBI (34).
The three Lady Toppers
named all-conference equal
the number of all-conference
players on Louisiana-Lafayette,
the team picked to finish first in
the Sun Belt.
“We were picked to finish
fourth (in the Sun Belt),” Perry
said. “But I think if we work
hard and some things go in our
favor we have a chance to finish
even higher than that.”
While luck may have caused
the storms to miss Bowling
Green, the storm of preseason
accolades didn’t miss the Lady
Toppers.

Mean

2007-2008 FACULTY AWARDS

continued from page

Faculty Award for Teaching
Faculty Award for Research/Creativity
Faculty Award for Public Service
Faculty Award for Student Adviseme nt
Nominations for WKU full-time faculty members are now being accepted for the 2007-2008 college and university-wide Faculty
Awards. The areas of University Libraries and Information Technology may jointly select two awardees: one for research/creativity and
one for public service. The Bowling Green Community College may select three awardees: one for teaching, one for public service,
and one for student advisement. Each of the other colleges - the College of Education and Behavioral Sciences, College of Health and
Human Services, Gordon Ford College of Business, Ogden College of Science and Engineering, and Potter College of Arts & Letters
- may select four awardees: one for teaching, one for research/creativity, one for public service, and one for student advisement. Only
full-time faculty members are eligible for these awards, and each nomination must be for a single individual (joint or team
nominations are not accepted).
Nominations may be made using the form below or completing the nomination form available in the Office of the Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs or the Academic Deans and Departmental offices. The deadline for submitting applications is
Monday, February 18, 2008. The College winners of each award will be considered for the University-wide awards, and one overall
winner in each category will be chosen. The WKU Alumni Association makes a cash award to each recipient of the university-wide
awards and the university provides an engraved silver bowl to each. The award winners are recognized annually at an appropriate
ceremony.
I hereby nominate

from the Department of
for the:
Teaching Award

Public Service Award

Research/Creativity Award

Student Advisement Award

12A

Horn said he has also seen a
change in mentality for the guys
inside and cited the loss to 6561 South Alabama on Jan. 5 as
the turning point.
“The statistics, and more
importantly the film in that
game, showed that we just
didn’t get a whole lot from our
interior,” he said. “And they’ve
really responded to that challenge.”
The combination of Siakam,
Walker, sophomore forward
Jeremy Evans and freshman
forward D.J. Magley combined
for just 10 of the team’s 61
points in the loss.
“It’s not really about one
game, it’s about us trying to
get better every day,” Siakam
said. “We’re always going to
have good guards, we just try
to come out and play hard for
the team.”
Walker is averaging a
career high 3.3 points and four
rebounds a game, as well as

Reach Sarah Hyman
at sports@chherald.com.

Reach Corey Ogburn
at sports@chherald.com.

grabbing 40 offensive rebounds
this season. Siakam leads the
team with 44 offensive boards.
“The difference from last
year is I’m mentally ready,”
Walker said. “Everything is like
whatever happens is gonna happen. I’m not worried if I mess
up I’m going to come out and
this and that. It’s just me being
focused and hungry for more.”
Both Walker and Siakam said
they have really tried to take the
younger guys like Evans and
Magley under their wing.
“Sometimes it’s vocally and
showing them things and sometimes it’s doing it by example,”
Horn said. “There are a lot of
times we play Boris and Mike
together cause we want experience out there, and toughness
and rebounds, and more often
than not they come through
with that.”
Experience, toughness and
rebounds are all things that after
the game tonight may make
North Texas look a little less
scary.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.

Nominee’s Address
Phone Number

Streak

E-mail Address

In support of the nomination, I would like to add the following comments:

Continued
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Department
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E-mail Address
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___Other

FACULTY AWARDS
Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Western Kentucky University, WAB 239
1906 College Heights Blvd.
Bowling Green, KY 42101

Deadline: Monday, February 18, 2008
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Turnovers again reared their
ugly head for Western, committing 22 turnovers and allowing
the Mean Green to score 21
points off of them.
“We definitely got careless with the ball,” Kelly said.
“It was mostly just that, and
defense that led to us losing this
game.”
The Lady Toppers also
couldn’t get anything going
beyond the arc, going 1-14 as a
team from three-point range.
The Mean Green didn’t fare
much better, going 2-13 from
the three.
Kelly got her 14th doubledouble of the season, shooting a

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

perfect 9-9 from the free throw
line and going 12-18 from the
floor to lead all scorers with 33
points and 11 rebounds.
The only other Lady Topper
to score in double figures was
junior forward Dominique
Duck, who scored 10 points.
“It was definitely a reality
check,” Duck said. “This game
showed us that on any given
night, any team can beat us.”
For the Mean Green, senior
center Erica Howard led the
team with 19 points, 17 of those
in the second half. Sophomore
guard Brittany James also
scored in double-figures for
North Texas, with 18 points.
The Lady Toppers look to
start begin a new winning streak
with a game against Troy at 7
p.m. Feb. 14 at Diddle Arena.
Reach Chris Acree
at sports@chherald.com
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TENNIS

Team switches double
partners for weekend

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter
Spectators at this weekend’s
Western tennis matches might
have to do a double take.
Coach Jeff True plans to
switch up doubles partners on
both the men’s and women’s
sides.
“Doubles will probably be
a different lineup,” he said.
“We’re just trying to find the
right combinations.”
In the Toppers’ first two
matches, True used almost the
same matchups at each doubles
point.
He substituted senior David
Bowman for junior Sam
Patterson in the No. 2 doubles
spot on Saturday at Bellarmine.
Bowman injured his wrist and
was unable to play in Friday’s
match against Louisville.
On the women’s side, only
freshmen Carrie True and
Leanne Caplinger have seen
action as partners in both match-

es against Cumberland (Tenn.)
and Chattanooga.
“When you switch up like
that, you don’t really know your
partner and the chemistry real
well,” senior Brittany Waiz said.
“But at the beginning of the season we just have to deal with that
and adapt the best that we can.”
True said that he would only
change doubles lineups in an
effort to improve the team’s
performance, not to test the different doubles options available
to the team.
“If I change the lineups, it’s
because I think we’ll do better,”
he said.
Waiz said the team has practiced with different doubles
partners all week.
True said he thinks both the
Toppers (1-1) and Lady Toppers
(0-2) will be assisted not only
by lineup changes, but by the
fact that this weekend’s matches will be played at home.
“We always feel like playing
at home gives us a huge advan-

tage,” he said.
Bowman said that fan support makes a huge difference to
the team.
“I don’t think a lot of fans
realize how big of a deal it
really is,” he said.
The Toppers will face
Belmont at 7 p.m. Saturday at
Total Fitness Connection. Last
year, Western was defeated 6-1
by the Bruins.
“Belmont’s always a solid
team,” True said. “Usually we
play them a lot closer indoors
at our place, so I’m expecting a
close match.”
The Lady Toppers will face
Murray State, last year’s Ohio
Valley Conference champion,
at 7 p.m. tomorrow.
“Knowing that it’s going to
be a tough team kind of changes
your expectations,” Waiz said.
“You know you’re going to
have to work hard.”
Reach Sarah Hyman
at sports@chherald.com.

INTRAMURALS

Tournament more than competition
RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter
Teams playing in the intramural spring basketball tournament may have intentions of
winning at least one game. But
win or lose, everyone is just trying to have fun.
The tournament, which started this week, provides a chance
for Western students to come
together in a competitive environment.
Ben Backstrom and his team
the Mean Machine mercy-ruled
their opponent, the Ballers, last
night 46-25 with less than two
minutes left in the game.
Backstrom’s team wasn’t out
for blood however.
“We’re just out here to have
fun,” Backstrom said.
“The Mean Machine is basically just a bunch of friends
playing basketball together
without much of a game plan,”
he said.
“We don’t practice at all,”

All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center &
Computer Lab! New hardwood! Sparkling Pool!
Now Pre-Leasing for
Spring/Summer Semester.
Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

Backstrom said. “Some teams
can run plays and stuff, but
we’re just kinda like the Phoenix
Suns, run-and-gun.”
Other teams like Katario
Young’s DK Kings play with a
mentality set more towards winning, and having fun doing so.
“Most of the guys on the team
are competitive and played in
high school,” Young said. “So
we come out here to win, but at
the same time we know it’s just
a game and try to have fun.”
The DK Kings also won
their game against Sigma Chi
‘White’ 53-40, improving their
record to 1-0.
Young’s Kings differ from
the Mean Machine in one very
big way, practice.
“We’ll come into the gym
about 30 minutes before a game
starts and shoot around and go
over plays and stuff,” Young
said.
While Young said that his
team is focused mostly on winning, he didn’t deny the interac-

tion the tournament provides for
Western students.
“It’s just something good to
do to interact with different students,” he said.
Robert Whittley, a player on
the Gators, added that the tournament also acts as a stress reliever
for all students as they try to
adjust to going back to classes
as well as offering a time for students to come together.
“I think the tournament is a
good way for us to come out
and fellowship in a competitive
sense, with sportsmanship of
course,” he said.
Whittley also pointed out
that they are enjoying the tournament by winning their first
two games, and by going into
their third game undefeated.
The tournament continues
throughout the week with games
starting at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow
at Preston Center.
Reach Ryan Carey
at sports@chherald.com.
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RANDALL REARDEN
Herald reporter
Courtney Lee has turned
Bowling Green upside down
since arriving as a freshman in
2004. The senior guard from
Indianapolis is averaging 21.2
points per game this season,
scoring a career high 33 points
against Arkansas State last
week. He was recently profiled
in a story on ESPN.com.
Q: What did you think
about the ESPN.com article
about you?
A: It was a good article.
It touched down on a lot of
things during my career from
freshman year to now, so I
think it was very well written.
Q: What do your tattoos
stand for?
A: Each tattoo symbolizes
something. I got my grandfather that passed away when I
was seven on my arm, and I
got my teammate that passed
away after my freshman year,
Danny Rumph, on my right
arm.
Q: What’s the thing that
you can’t go on the road without?
A: Probably be my iPod,
(for when I’m) in the hotel
room for lots of hours listening
to music.
Q: Going back to the article
on ESPN, do you think it gave

# 1 Spring Break Website!
4 & 7 night trips to Bahama
Party Cruise, Panama City,
Acapulco, Cancun & more.
Low prices guaranteed.
Group discounts for 8+.
Book 20 people,
get 3 free trips!
Campus reps needed.
www. StudentCity.com or
call 800-293-1445.
••••••••••••••••••••

you the attention you deserve?
Or do you like “laying low”
under the radar?
A: The article is definitely
an exposure and it’s getting
my name out there more. It
helps to get out from under the
radar, but I like where I’m at
right now.
Q: If you didn’t play basketball, what would you be
doing right now?
A: If I wasn’t playing basketball I (would) probably still
try to be a full-time student in
college but I probably would
be ... I don’t know, playing
football or something athletic.
Q: What music, or certain
song, do you listen to before a
game to get hyped up?
A: I usually listen to rap
music. It’s either going to be
Jay-Z, Lil’ Wayne, Jadakiss
... Who else is in there? Styles
P, Ghostface (Killah). People
like that. Anything that’s got
meaning in it and struggle to
it, I am going to listen to it
because it motivates me.
Q: Where is the coolest
place basketball has taken you
on the globe?
A: That could be Spain.
Sophomore year we went to
Spain and played over there.
But other than that, the camps
I’ve been to this past summer in
Orlando (Fla.) with the Vince
Carter camp. Akron, Ohio with
the LeBron James camp, and

••••••••••••••••••••

with COURTNEY LEE
back to Akron for the AllAmerican League camp.
Q: Do you feel the college basketball video games
out there give you the right
amount of attributes?
A: I actually got (2K
Sports) College (Basketball)
2K8. I mean it’s a good game.
Playing myself on the game
is pretty fun. Got ‘em down
to a ‘T’.
Q: What are your thoughts
of a chance for a berth in the
NCAA tournament?
A: I think it’s very possible.
I think our chances are good. I
mean if we just keep doing what
were doing right now, the ball
is rolling right now. So we just
need to keep doing what were
doing.
Q: Do you fear anything
when you’re on the floor?
A: Not at all. Knowing that
it’s a game first of all, I fear
nothing. I’m just out there to
have fun and to just play with
my teammates.
Q: What are your plans
after graduation?
A: Continue working out.
I’ll work out with trainers
and going into all the predraft camps, and (I’ll be) going
down to Orlando and playing
and doing workouts for teams.
Reach Randall Rearden
at sports@chherald.com.
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Interview with Toppers
senior guard Courtney Lee.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Lady Tops’ win
streak ends at
North Texas

Swimming

Team uses month-long hiatus
to prepare for the SBC meet.

▼

page 10A

CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter

Intramurals

Basketball allows students
a chance to compete, have
fun. page 11A

▼

EVENTS
Thursday

▼

Men’s basketball at North
Texas, 7 p.m.

Luke Sharrett/Herald

Freshman Derrius Brooks hands off a baton to junior Mandhla Mgijima of Bulawayo, Kenya during the Track and Field team’s
relay exchange practice Wednesday afternoon. Brooks, who is also a wide receiver on the football team, holds the school’s second-fastest time for the 55-meter dash with a time of 6.32 seconds at the Rod McCravy Invitational on Saturday.

Friday

Indoor Track and Field at
Tyson Invitational, Fayettville,
Arkansas.

Brooks mixes track, football to improve physically

▼

Women’s Tennis vs. Murray
State, 7 p.m.

Saturday

Indoor Track and Field
at Tyson Invitational,
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
Indoor Track and Field at
MTSU Valentine Invitational,
Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Men’s Tennis vs. Belmont, 7
p.m.

▼

Women’s Tennis vs.
Evansville, 3 p.m.

Sunday

Men’s Tennis vs. Cumberland
(Tenn.), 8 a.m.

t

Women’s Tennis at Alabama
State, 2 p.m.

Sports brief

Western Signs 16
for 2008 Season

Western coach David Elson
announced Wednesday that 16
high school seniors have inked
National Letters-of-Intent and
will enroll on the Hill in the
fall to suit up for the Toppers.
The class tallied nine lineman, four quarterbacks, two
linebackers and a defensive
back.
Western again used its solid
roots in the southern states, with
15 of the 16 recruits coming
from either Tennessee, Florida
or Georgia. They also added a
player from California.
Read the next edition of the
Herald for more coverage.
-David Harten

CONTACT
Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
LIBBY ISENHOWER:
photo@chherald.com

CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter
It isn’t every day that a freshman in college can
say he’s faster than a professional football player.
Derrius Brooks is an exception.
At the Rod McCravy Invitational in Lexington
on Feb. 2, freshman Derrius Brooks recorded a
faster time than in the indoor 55-meters than Rod
Smart, a former Western football player, track
athlete and Sun Belt Conference champion in the
event.
“Derrius actually passed Rod ‘He Hate Me’ Smart
at the Invitational, which is really ironic,” coach Erik
Jenkins said.
Smart has played eight seasons of professional
football at all levels, and currently plays for the
Tennessee-based team of the newly-formed All-

American Football League.
Brooks, a freshman wide receiver, is one of two
football players competing on the track and field
team this season. Junior Andrew Campbell, an offensive lineman, throws shot put and weight throw for
the Toppers.
Brooks holds the second-fastest time in the 55meter dash on both the team and in the Sun Belt
Indoor season.
Brooks has a successful history in track and
field.
He won the Georgia Class 3A 100-meter dash
championship his junior and senior years of high
school.
Past Topper football players have had track success as well.
See MIXES,

page

With Wednesday being the
beginning of Lent, the Lady
Toppers gave up a winning streak.
Western suffered its first lost
since Dec. 20, 2007 at the hands of
North Texas 67-64 last night.
“I think it was a tale of two
halves,” coach Mary Taylor Cowles
said. “We did well offensively in
the first half, but instead of coming
out with the same aggression in
the second half, we simply didn’t
shoot the ball well.”
North Texas (11-12, 6-5 Sun
Belt West Division) handed the
Lady Toppers (18-6, 11-1 SBC
East) their first loss in 13 games,
and ended their bid for an undefeated Sun Belt conference season.
‘The Super Pit’ has always
been tough for Western. The Lady
Toppers have a 1-4 record at North
Texas.
In contrast to many of their contests during the streak, the Lady
Toppers followed up a strong first
half with a weak second.
After Western got off to a 14point lead within the first three
minutes, North Texas had trouble
responding, and could only go 26.5
percent from the floor in the first
half.
The Lady Toppers went 15-30
from the floor for the half, and
senior forward Crystal Kelly scored
the team’s last 11 points to gain a
34-22 advantage at halftime.
North Texas opened the second
half with an 11-0 run to bring the
Lady Topper lead to one point, alltogether shooting 17-27 from the
floor to outscore Western 45-30 in
the second half to win the game.
“It was all about us tonight,”
Kelly said. “We know we have to
work harder and use this game as
motivation as we move forward.”
See STREAK,

page
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MEN’S BASKETBALL
SOFTBALL

Trio of Lady Toppers earn all-SBC honors
COREY OGBURN
Herald reporter

ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter

The Hill got lucky on Tuesday
night and dodged most of the
severe weather in the region.
Opponents of the Lady Toppers
softball team this season may not
be so fortunate.
On Jan. 29, junior pitcher
Jennifer Kempf, sophomore catcher Rachelle Boucher and junior
third baseman Rebecca Horesky
were named to the preseason Sun
Belt all-Conference team. Kempf
was also recognized as the preseason Pitcher of the Year.
“This shows that we have the
quality of players that is necessary to do well,” coach Tyra Perry
said.
Kempf is already making her
mark in the Western softball record
books.
In just two seasons in the circle,
this year’s team captain ranks third
all-time in career appearances with
62. She’s in the top-10 in 11 other
career pitching categories including
starts (53), complete games (45),
wins (29) and strikeouts (282).
See TRIO,

page

Mean Green
look ‘scary’ to
Horn, Toppers

Coach Darrin Horn has a different
adjective than ‘mean’ for the ‘Mean
Green’ of North Texas.
Horn calls them “scary – really,
really scary.”
While the 5-5 Sun Belt Conference
record probably doesn’t immediately get one trembling, the Sun Belt
Conference East Division co-leader
South Alabama didn’t escape the
Super Pit last Thursday, falling 7068.
“It’s not really about South
Alabama or North Texas,” senior
forward Boris Siakam said. “It’s
about Western Kentucky, and all we
care about is us. We definitely will
be ready for North Texas.”
The Mean Green beat the Toppers
twice last year by a combined five
points.
“(North Texas) is very athletic,
they’re big,” Horn said. “And they
shoot the ball better than anybody
in our conference. And so that’s a
pretty scary combination.”
The Mean Green actually rank
fifth in the conference with a 45.4
field goal percentage.
The Toppers have won eight
straight games, and dating back to
their 73-55 win at New Orleans on
Jan. 23, they have beaten their last
four opponents by an average of 16
points per game.
With the emergence of an inside
presence from Western’s big men
lately, senior forward Mike Walker
said the Toppers still have the potential to be a very good team.

10A

(Right) Junior infielder Rebecca
Horesky focuses intently on her
swing in the batting cage during
the Lady Toppers’ softball practice
Wednesday afternoon. Along with
two other Lady Toppers, Horesky
was named to the 2008 Sun Belt
Conference preseason all-conference team on Tuesday.
Luke Sharrett/Herald

See MEAN,
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Film series
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Women’s studies is hosting
a film series to celebrate
Black History Month.
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UFO’s

An author is coming to speak
about his research that’s
beyond this world.
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“Having to pay for
some of my own things
has really given me
more of an appreciation for my parents. It’s
nice to have a little
taste of both because
it will help me in the
long run.”

Mai Tran, sophomore from
Danang, Vietnam

“Women’s studies
and African-American
history have connections with each other,
because of the need for
identity. They both have
companion approaches
to grouping and gender
issues. It is not just a
racial issue.”

‘‘

Jane Olmsted,
Director, women’s studies
department
page 2B
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Scraping through college

ALEX BOOZE herald reporter

A

ralashea Thomas sat in a
cozy chair in Mass Media
and Technology Hall, looking
around and smiling.
“I’m not afraid to talk about
personal things,” she said. “I
told myself to be prepared to talk about them,
so here I am.”
Those personal things are finances, something all students deal with in some way. Some
take care of this on their own, scraping by with
debt-incruing student loans and part-time jobs.
However, the answer to other students’ finances
is mom and dad.
Tuition for spring 2008 is $3,208 for instate and $7,735 for out-of state, according
to Western’s Web site. This doesn’t include
money spent on living expenses and books.
Thomas, a senior from Montgomery, Ala.,
shares one important factor in common with
thousands of other students: she pays for college herself.
Thomas works at Mariah’s Restaurant about
10 hours a week to help pay bills and hopefully
save some money to start paying off student
loans. Yet she admits it still isn’t enough.
“Currently I am about $30,000 in the hole,”
she said. “I’m lucky if I don’t owe $45-50,000
by the time I actually graduate.”
Thomas, who has a partial scholarship
only covering books, said she’s glad
that she decided to go to school after
working for a year and a half after
high school.
“I wanted to get a better education so I could feel that I have
an advantage over others, but I
don’t feel that way,” she said.
“My mother has told me so many
times she is sorry that I have to work
so hard, but it’s not her fault. I’m just here
doing what I have to do.”
Thomas said even though it’s hard to juggle
school, work and a social life, she accepts all
her responsibilities.
“I have gone weeks with having less than five
dollars to my name, but you know, in life there
are always, sacrifices we have to make, and I
realize that yeah, this really sucks, but there is
nothing else I can do about it,” she said.
As for students who get their education paid
for, Thomas thinks they should realize how
lucky they are.

“It’s a luxury that their parents pay for their
bills, cars and tuition,” she said. “Some of them
don’t realize that they have been given such a
gift and they take it for granted, but it is truly a
blessing.”
While Thomas hopes that students who get
their bills paid for learn to appreciate such a
generous gift, there are other students who
appreciate those paying their own way. Mai
Tran is one of those students.
Tran, a sophomore from Danang, Vietnam,
said that even though her parents pay for her
tuition, she admires those who pay their own
bills and hopes one day she can handle such a
big responsibility.
“It is a tradition in my country not to work
until you graduate from college,” Tran said.
“Parents [in Vietnam] work hard so that they
can afford tuition for their children because
they usually pay, and they expect their children
to do the same.”
Even though her parents pay her tuition, she
holds a job in Downing University Center five
hours a week and is expected to pay for her groceries, her meal plan and social activities.
Tran said she has learned to wisely manage
her money. Yet she still doesn’t have much left
over to take part in a lot of leisurely activities.
Although it’s hard to pass up fun times
because of money limitations, Tran believes it
teaches responsibility.
“Having to pay for some of my own things
has really given me more of an appreciation for
my parents,” she said. “It’s nice to have a little
taste of both because it will help me in the long
run.”
As for Thomas, she said she will continue
to deal with the everyday struggles of scraping
through college until December when she’ll graduate with a bachelor’s degree in sociology and
minors in both broadcasting and criminology.
“When I walk across that stage and get that
piece of paper, it will represent four years of
blood, sweat and tears,” she said. “My life
won’t be planned out anymore and that’s scary,
but I want to be one of those people who creates
the next best thing, and maybe someday I will,
but for now I’m just plain old me, struggling to
get by.”
Reach Alex Booze
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Director says filmmaking involves risks
MARIANNE HALE
Herald reporter
Like guns, they can be threatening tools that create tension.
Like guns, they can offend communities and shoot people.
Elizabeth Barret juxtaposes the intimidating nature of
both guns and cameras in her
documentary “Stranger With A
Camera.”
Barret showed her film last
night in Cherry Hall. Some
viewers leaned forward in their
seats, fascinated by the story
playing before them.
“My favorite part is how
Barret talks about how social
change happens,” said Meredith
Martin, Dardanelle, Ark. graduate student.
Barret’s film focuses on an
event in Letcher County in 1967.
It’s centered around landlord Hobart Ison shooting and
killing Canadian filmmaker
Hugh O’Connor for filming on
his property.
O’Connor’s crew was filming the harsh conditions of
Appalachian poverty, something
many in Letcher County resented.
Barret is from the eastern
Kentucky area.
Growing up in that region and
being a filmmaker allowed her to
be in both worlds, Barret said.
“I had a foot in the world of
Hobart Ison and a foot in the
world of Hugh O’Connor,” she
said.
Assistant history professor
Anthony Harkins said the documentary carefully considers the
role of a filmmaker.
“The role of a documentary
filmmaker is to the best of your
abilities show what you see as
reality, and that can be a little
intrusive,” said Tony Oswald,
Western’s film club president.
“Stranger With a Camera”
looks closely at the relationship
between filmmakers and the
communities they document.
Elizabethtown sophomore

Ryan Nethery said he became
aware of such tensions from documentary projects he’s done.
When he interviewed physically abused women in a shelter,
it was hard for them to answer
questions and he was never sure
how they’d respond, he said.
“When dealing with people’s
history and emotional subjects,
you have to be willing to not get
what you want,” he said.
The film examines how people react to strangers documenting their lives. People often
become suspicious of the documentarians, associate English
professor Ted Hovet said.
Nethery said filmmakers have
ways to make people they’re
portraying more comfortable in
the presence of cameras.
Keeping someone’s identity
secret can make a person more
straightforward, he said.
While filming a documentary
about high school kids who abuse
the drug dextromethorphan, a
cough suppressant, Nethery did
interviews with drug abusers in
silhouettes. The students were
more willing to talk with concealed identities, he said.
Despite measures filmmakers take to make people comfortable, some still express hard
feelings toward them.
Poor relationships between
filmmakers and communities,
like the situation in Barret’s
film, don’t keep Nethery from
taking on documentary filmmaking.
“It’s a risk that you are willing to do the film,” he said.
“If you aren’t willing to take
that risk, you shouldn’t even
bother.”
Some Letcher County residents were upset that Barret
was digging up the old controversy by making the film,
Barret said.
But, she said, it was an
important film to make.

Cody Duty/Herald

“Stranger With a Camera” Appalshop Director Elizabeth Barret answers questions
last night after the viewing of her documentary film, “Stranger With a Camera.” Barret’s film was
based on events in Whitesburg.

Reach Marianne Hale
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Month-long film
series will focus
on race, gender
said. “I want students to come
in with open minds and come
away enlightened.”
As part of the Black History
The series has grown over the
Month celebration, the women’s past few years because various
studies department and Housing professors bring their classes out
and Residence Life are sponsor- to view the movies, said Lynne
ing a film series, focusing on Holland, associate director of
racial and gender issues.
Housing and Residence Life.
The films will be shown on
“We hope more classes and
different days from Feb. 7-29 students come to these films
in Cherry Hall in the afternoons to learn more about how to
and
Downing
look at things difUniversity Center
ferently and have a
at night. Times will
plain, conscientious
vary.
attitude about issues
After sponsorthat face (minority)
ing the film series
students,” she said.
for the past two
“Hardwood” and
years, the women’s
“Covered Girls”
studies department
will be shown
wanted to continue
today and tomorto show identity
row from 11:30
issues through film,
a.m.-12:45 p.m. in
said Jane Olmsted,
Cherry Hall 125 and
director of the
8 p.m. in Niteclass.
women’s studies
“Hardwood” docudepartment.
ments the journey
“Women’s studof director Hubert
ies and AfricanDavis as he learns
American history
why his father marhave connections
ried a black woman
with each other,
he didn’t love
because of the
because the 1960s
need for identity,”
culture didn’t allow
she said. “They
— Lynne Holland interracial relationboth have compan- Housing and Residence Life ships.
“Covered
ion approaches to
associate director Girls” is about
grouping and genMuslim-American
der issues. It is not
teenaged girls in
just a racial issue.”
New York City post-Sept. 11.
Monica Burke, associate
For more information on the
director of the office of diver- other films to be shown throughsity programs, hopes the series out the month, visit www.wku.
will stir up conversations.
edu/womensstudies.
“I hope this program will be
very fruitful and bring about Reach Jill Erwin
meaningful discussions,” Burke at diversions@chherald.com.
JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter

99¢

“We hope more
classes and
students come
to these films
to learn more
about how to
look at things
differently and
have a plain,
conscientious
attitude about
issues that face
(minority) students.”
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Forum encourages minority students to stay in college
EILEEN RYAN
Herald reporter
Western was the only
Kentucky university to fulfill
all eight goals of the Kentucky
Plan for Equal Opportunities,
which measures success in
enrolling, retaining and hiring
faculty, staff and students.
But a lot of work is left to be
done, Chief Diversity Officer
Richard Miller said.
Financial aid, motivation and
involvement were issues tackled
last night by about 50 students
at the “Minority Future on the
Hill Forum.”
A panel of Western administrators and staff fielded questions at the forum in the Mass
Media and Technology Hall
auditorium.
“I think it’s healthy for students to get an opportunity
to talk about what they like
about the institution, what they
don’t like and what are some of
the suggestions that they may
have,” Miller said.
The Black Student Alliance
sponsored the event.
Louisville freshman Kristen
Lawrence said she knew many
students who left after their first
semesters, especially students
from the community college.
She asked the panel what
Western could do to encourage black students to stay in
school.
The first year, panelists
agreed, is crucial for retention.
Panelist Michelle Hollis said
she would like to see more compulsory university experience
classes and study skills classes
at the community college.
In 2006, 60.8 percent of
black students stayed after
their first year — a good stride,
Miller said.
Students at the forum said
community college students
sometimes feel overwhelmed at
the idea of spending years at a
community college, which is why

Luke Sharrett/Herald

President Gary Ransdell and minority leadership from university services across campus field questions from the audience about how state budget cuts will affect the
future of minorities “on the hill.” Minority students voiced concerns about topics ranging from financial aid to campus safety.
some quit after the first year.
Everyone is capable of progressing, Hollis said, and students shouldn’t be discouraged
by performance in high school.
Hollis also proposed a summer program for prospective
community college students to
deter those without serious educational goals.
Gene Tice, vice president of

student affairs and campus services, suggested students seek
out programs such as the student success center for help.
Fort Campbell senior Michelle
Bell suggested that Western
require community college applicants to write about why they
want to come to college, to force
new students to prioritize.
Miller highlighted the Step-

Up program, which monitors
students who have academic difficulty. The program is
sponsored by Ellen Bonaguro,
the director of the Academic
Advising and Retention Center.
Participants receive one-onone encouragement from mentors.
“That does help, students
do gravitate toward individuals

who will share with them some
of their own personal experiences and professional experiences,” Miller said.
The panel also discussed the
Kentucky Plan.
Miller said some Kentucky
Plan funds are being spent to
retain students who face financial difficulties.
The categories for the

Kentucky Plan for Equal
Opportunities were modest,
President Gary Ransdell said.
“Western is doing well, but
that isn’t enough,” Ransdell
said at the forum. “We are not
doing as well as I would like for
us to be doing.”
Reach Eileen Ryan
at news@chherald.com.

PREVIEW

Out of this world lecture Monday
ERIC ISBELL
Herald reporter
On Monday, people will
have the opportunity to understand what could be possible
— to boldly go where no man
has gone before.
Jeffrey Bennett will present
a lecture about the search for
extraterrestrial life in the universe, and the implications it
can have on the future.
Bennett, is a research associate at University of Colorado at
Boulder Center for Astrophysics
and Space Astronomy, and has
written extensively not only in
the realm of Astronomy, but
also in mathematics, statistics
and astrobiology.
“He’s an excellent communicator, he uses engaging metaphors, and yet he doesn’t take
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the meaning out of the subject,”
said Richard Gelderman, associate professor of physics and
astronomy.
Bennett’s
new
book,
“Beyond UFOs – The Search
for Extraterrestrial Life and Its
Astonishing Implications for Our
Future,” doesn’t necessarily hold
the same meaning one would
imagine from the main title.
Bennett’s book starts off
stating “This is a book about
possibilities.”
The possibilities that Bennett
talks about are the opportunities
humanity has in the vastness of
space, where it’s possible to land
a space-borne submarine on one
of Jupiter’s moons and explore
the depths of the icy water for
life. What he emphasizes is that
there are countless possibilities
that humanity can explore, but

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

haven’t reached yet.
Louisville junior Dane
Rodriguez thinks it seems like it
would be an interesting lecture.
“I definitely think there
has to be something else out
there, in my personal opinion,”
Rodriguez said.
Gelderman said lectures such
as Bennett’s are great because
the community is really supportive of them.
Radcliff freshman Andrew
Johnson thinks it’s a good idea
for a lecture.
“It’s good they’re going to
talk about the future, rather than
the standard lecture,” he said.
The lecture is at 7 p.m.
on Monday at Van Meter
Auditorium.
Reach Eric Isbell
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Life is greener on other side of pond Preston Center
En français,
s’il vous plaît
Christina Howerton

As I walked down the hallway
in my dorm in Dijon, France, I
noticed it was extremely dark.
I thought “Wow, I guess they
don’t have lights in hallways.”
I’m accustomed to the bright,
blinding lights in Gilbert Hall.
Then, as I got closer to my door,
a light came on over my head.
I said to myself, “Motion
sensor lights, that’s brilliant.”
I walked under the light
again later that night and it
didn’t turn on. Renee, the director of the program, pointed out
the switch. It turns the light on,
but after a few minutes it goes
off by itself.
Someone must have turned
the light on as I walked under it.
That’s not as cool as motion
sensors, but it’s still pretty smart.
The lights in the rooms aren’t

set to go off automatically. It’s
just in places where you don’t
need constant lighting.
Americans can learn a lot
from the French when it comes
to conservation.
They save water and electricity with timers, and reduce
pollution with smaller cars and
transit systems.
The showers and sinks don’t
have a lever. Instead, they have
pumps which keep the water on
for about 10 seconds. Then, you
have to pull the pump or press
the button again.
It’s awkward and inconvenient compared to what I’m used
to. You shampoo your hair and
get soapy, then pump the water
on to rinse off. Unfortunately,
it turns off before you’re soap
free, so you pump it again.

But no matter how strange
the showers seem to a foreigner,
it’s extremely efficient because
you only use as much water as
you need.
At home, I take showers which
last between 15 and 20 minutes.
Sometimes they’re even longer.
But the necessary pumping
of water over and over definitely prevents showers from
lasting more than 10 minutes.
I doubt Bowling Green
would have been under a water
shortage advisory earlier this
year if we showered in shorter
time increments.
The French, and most other
Western European countries,
probably don’t produce anywhere near the pollution we do.
They drive tiny cars with better
gas mileage than the typical
four-door, dual tire truck you
see in Kentucky.
Europeans drive anything
from the size of a Smart car,
like the one just introduced in
America, to a sedan that’s still

smaller than our typical sedan.
For example, the four-door
Mazda 3 that I drive at home
would be considered a bigger
car here.
Even vans, trucks and semitrucks are about half the size
of ours.
A lot of French people that
live in cities don’t drive because
of high gas prices and the convenient transit systems.
The bus system goes all over
the city, from the outskirts to
downtown and back. It’s the
easiest, not to mention the least
expensive way to get around.
A monthly bus pass costs about
39 euro which is about $50.
United States cities, such as
Bowling Green, are looking at
ways to better their transit systems as gas prices rise. But I
wonder how expensive gas will
have to get before people utilize
the bus system.
Reach Christina Howerton
at diversions@chherald.com.

BEYOND THE HILL

City police test drivers’ texting ability
LARRY ROWELL
Herald reporter
Do u txt msg wen u drve?
If so, you may be placing
your life and the lives of others
in danger.
People who are texting while
they’re driving may be more
dangerous than someone driving under the influence because
they’re distracted, said Barry
Pruitt, public information officer for the Bowling Green
Police Department.
The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
reported 2,600 deaths and
300,000 collisions happen each
year because of cell phone use.
Bowling Green police recently held a closed-course trial with

504 Bedrooms

two self-admitted texting drivers
who tried to dodge red cones
while sending simple messages.
Drivers went through the
course without trouble when
they weren’t texting. They hit
no cones, had plenty of room
and followed the course well,
Pruitt said.
But once they started texting,
“they were mowing down the
cones,” Pruitt said.
A 2003 study by David
Strayer at the University of
Utah confirms the danger of
driving and texting.
“When controlling for driving difficulty and time on task,
cell phone drivers may actually exhibit greater impairments
(i.e., more accidents and less
responsive driving behavior)

132 Apartments

than legally intoxicated drivers,” the study stated.
Washington passed a law
Jan. 1 prohibits text messaging while driving, reported the
Seattle Times.
Although Kentucky has no
law banning cell phone usage
while driving, lawmakers are
beginning to consider similar
legislation.
A bill introduced in January
by Rep. Thomas Burch, (DLouisville), would prohibit
drivers from using a cell phone
while driving, according to
kyvotes.org.
Pruitt said the lack of a specific law won’t stop officers
from citing a driver for reckless
driving.
“If someone is driving reck-

11 Buildings

lessly due to putting on makeup
or reading a book, officers can
charge the driver with reckless
driving,” Pruitt added.
In 2005, Covington resident
Jeremy Deming, then 18, reportedly told police he was speeding
and typing a text message when
he struck and killed a 2-yearold boy, reported WLWT, a
Cincinnati NBC news affiliate.
The rear-end collision is the
most common form of accident
investigated by Bowling Green
Police, Pruitt said.
It only takes a second when
a driver is distracted for something to happen, Pruitt cautioned.
Reach Larry Rowell
at news@chherald.com.

4 Bedroom Apartments

program monitors
body weight, mass

ERIC ISBELL
Herald reporter
With the semester starting
and spring break on its way,
the Preston Center is offering
the campus an easy solution
to help with that wintertime
insulation.
The Health and Fitness lab
is running a program free to
all faculty, staff and students
to help monitor body weight
and body mass, said Alissa
Arnold, fitness coordinator for
the Health and Fitness lab.
The program is a six-week
course which monitors weight
loss. The person who loses the
most body mass composition
and weight wins their weight
class.
Body composition is a different term, meaning the amount
of body fat that a person has.
The participants, whose
names are withheld for privacy
reasons, have the opportunity
to talk with a coordinator at the
Preston Center to help coordinate a workout program for
their desired losses.
So far, a little more than
30 people are competing, with
more females than males,
Arnold said.
To help keep track of the
progress, the program holds
weigh-ins every two weeks.
They’re also there to answer
any questions that may arise.
“Most people only look at
the scale weight, which doesn’t
really reflect their body chemistry,” Arnold said.
For students not in the
program, it’s still the same
scenario.
“I like to stay healthy,”
Nicholasville senior Brandon

3 Floors

Mason said.
Mason, a receiver for
Western’s football team, said
he lifts some weights and plays
basketball just to stay active
during the off-season.
“The competition on the
court drives me” he said.
Lebanon sophomore Hannah
Maupin said she works out
because it helps her fall into a
better schedule. It also helps
her feel better about herself.
“I try to work out to stay
healthy and to lose weight,”
she said.
Other students work out for
different reasons.
“I work out because I feel
the need to be informed” says
Kate Kuntz, a senior from
Syracuse, N.Y.
Kuntz, one of the supervisors at Preston, said she does it
to understand her major better.
“I’m part of the dietetics
program, and I feel if I am
going to educate kids about
health, then I need to live that
lifestyle,” she said.
Maintaining a healthy lifestyle in college gives people
the ability to maintain a healthy
life afterwards, she said.
Her workouts consist mostly
of cardio for an hour a day, four
to five days a week. But she said
she’s going to start the boxing
program in a few weeks.
Maupin, on the other hand,
said she tries to work out every
day, usually only taking Saturday
as an off day. She usually exercises on the bike for a while.
She says she’s not against doing
something different, though, like
kickboxing classes.
Reach Eric Isbell
at diversions@chherald.com.

2 Bedroom Apartments

$327
Cable Internet

$ 200 Reservation Fee
Only $50 Application Fee Valid thru Feb. 15th

Great
Place
To
One

Live.

C Y
M K

Extended thru
Feb. 15th!

At Western Place you get the best of the best. You can easily
balance a stressful class schedule with a fun social life. We
offer hi-tech resources for your educational needs and amenities for fitness and recreation.
Western Place has your happiness in mind. Every apartment is
spaciously designed to be your home away from home. Each
bedroom offers privacy and convenience with individual locks
and accessibility to Internet, cable and telephone connections.
Conveniently located near campus, you can get to class in
minutes. At Western Place you can have it all!
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New Rates-Call Today
3/3 @ $420.00 | 4/4 @ $ 400.00
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